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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patesit unless -* 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in pubHc use or on 
sale in this cotmtry, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Okumura (US 
6,160,688). As per claims L Okumura shows in figure 1 a slider for a disk drive. The slider 
includes a sUder body 12 having a slider body outer surface 1 la & 1 lb; an inductive write Head 
including main and return poles 18 & 17 and a slider ground pad 24 disposed at the slider body 
outer surface 1 la & 1 lb. The ground pad 24 in electrical communication with the main and 
retum poles 18 & 17 for electrically grounding the main and return poles 18 & 17, as shown in 
figure 1. See colxmm 5, lines 27-50 of Okumura. ' 

As per claim 2, Okumura shows in figure 1 that the main and retum poles are electrically 
connected. As per claim 3, Okumura shows in figure 1 that the shder ground pad 24 is 
electrically connected to the main pole. The^shder ground pad 24 is in electrical communication 
with the retum pole through the main pole. ^ 

As per claim 4, Okumura shows in figure 1 and discloses in column 5, lines 27-50 that a 
first thin film resistor layer, which is apart of pad 24, is disposed upon the main pole towards the 
sUder body outer surface 1 la & 1 lb. The slider ground pad 24 is disposed in electrical 
communication with the first thin fihn resistor layer, and pad 24 is in electrical communication 
with the retum pole through the main pole. As per claim 5, Okumura shows in figure 1 a read 

\ 
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I 

head having top and bottom shields 14 & 17. The top shield is disposed adjacent the return pole. 
Okumura shows in figure 1 that the sUder ground pad 24 is disposed in electrical communication 
with the top and bottom shields. x 

As per claim 6, Okumura shows in figure 1 that the sUder groxmd pad 24 is disposed in 
electrical communication with the top and bottom shields through the main and return poles 17 
& 18. As per claim 7. Okumura shows in figure 1 the retum pole is electrically connected to the 
top shield. As per claim 8, Okumura shows in figure 1 that the read head includes a second thin 
fihn resistor layer 16 disposed between the top and bottom shields. The top shield is electrically 
connected to the bottom shield through the second thin film resistor layer. Also, the slider 
ground pad 24 is disposed in electrical communication with the bottom shield through the top 
shield. 

As per claim 9, Okumura discloses in colxram 5, lines 37-39 and shows in figure 1 a; 
ground via 15 formed in the slider body 12. The ground via 15 is disposed in electrical . 
communication with the slider groimd pad 24 and the top and bottom shields. The main and 
retum poles 1 7 & 1 8 are in electrical communication with the slider ground pad 24 through the 
top and bottom shields. ^ 

As per claim 10, Okumura shows in figures 3 and 5 a disk drive including a disk drive 
base; an actuator arm 47 rotatably coupled to the disk drive base; and a slider distally coupled to 
the actuator arm 47. The sUder includes a slider body 12 having a slider body outer surface 1 la 
& 1 lb', an inductive write head including main and retum poles 17 & 18; and a slider ground pad 
26 disposed at the slider body outer surface 1 la & 1 lb. The sUder ground pad 26 in electrical 
communication with the main and retum poles 17 i& 18 for electrically grounding the main and 
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return poles. As per claim IL Okumura shows in figure 3 and discloses in column 1, lines 36-40 
and in column 7, lines 1 1-29 that the sUder ground pad 26 is electrically connected to the 
actuator arm 47, 

As per claim 12, Okumura shows in figures 1 and 3 a shder for a disk drive including a 
slider body 12 having a shder body outer surface 1 la & 1 lb; a read head 20 having top and 
bottom shields 14 & 17; and a shder ground ^ad 24 or 26 disposed at the shder body outer 
surface 1 la & 1 lb. The shder ground pad 24 or 26 is in electrical communication with the top 
and bottom shields 14 & 17 for electrically grounding the top and bottom shields 14 & 17. 

As per claim 13. Okumura shows in figures 1 and 3 that the top and bottom shields 14 & 
17 are electrically connected. As per claim 14. Okumxira shows in figure 1 and 3 that the shder 
ground pad 24 or 26 is electrically connected to the top shield and that the shder ground pad 24 
or 26 is in electrical communication with the bottom shield through the top shield. 

As per claim 15. Okumura shows in figures 1 and 3 an inductive write head having main 
and return poles 17 & 18. The return pole isMisposed adjacent the top shield, and the shder 
ground pad 24 or 26 is disposed in electrical communication with the main and return poles 17& 
18. As per claim 16. Okumura shows in figure 1 a first thin film resistor layer 24 disposed upon 
the main pole towards the shder body outer surface 1 la & 1 lb. The shder ground pad 24 is 
disposed in electrical communication with tlie first thin film resistor layer and the shder ground 
pad 24 is in electrical communication with the return pole through the main pole. ' 

As per claim 17. Okumura shows in figures 1 and 3 that the shder ground pad 24 or 26 is 
disposed in electrical communication with the top and bottom shields through the main and 
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return poles. As per claim 18, Okumura sho^s in figures 1 and 3 that the retum pole is 
electrically connected to the top shield. 

As per claim 19, Okumura shows in figures 1 and 3 that the read head 20 includes a 
second thin fihn resistor layer 16 disposed between the top and bottom shields. The top shield is 
electrically connected to the bottom shield through the second thin fihn resistor layer. The slider 
ground pad 24 or 26 is disposed in electrical commimication with the bottom shield through the 
top shield. As per claim 20, Okumura shows in figure 1 a ground via 15 formed in the slider 
body 12. The ground via 15 is disposed in electrical communication with the sUder pound pad 
and the top and bottom shields. The main and retum poles 17 & 18 are in electrical 
communication with the slider ground pad 24 or 26 through the top and bottom shields. 

As per claim 2 L Okumura shows in figures 3 and 5 and in a disk drive including a disk 
drive base; an actuator arm 47 rotatably coupled to the disk drive base; and a slider distally 
attached to the actuator arm 47. The slider includes a shder body 12 including a sUder body 
outer surface 1 la & 1 lb; a read head 20 having top and bottom shields; and a sUder ground .pad 
24 or 26 disposed at the sUder body outer surface 1 la & 1 lb. The sUder 8 ground pad 24 or 26 is 
in electrical communication with the top and bottom shields for electrically grounding the top 
and bottom shields. As per claim 22, Okumura shows in figure 3 and discloses in column 1, 
lines 36-40 and in column 7, hues 1 1-29 that the shder ground pad 24 or 26 is electrically 
connected to the actuator arm 47. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David D. Davis whose telephone number is 571-272-7572. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday between 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2^-9197 (toll-free). 
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